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       Spring/Summer 2006 Newsletter 
 

 
From The President’s Desk: 
 
Dear Members, Friends & Bolton Residents, 
 
In our last newsletter we asked for your 
support at May’s town meeting to preserve 
the Mentzer property on Main St.  You may 
be wondering what happened as it never 
went to town meeting.  Instead of seeking 
funds from the town, we are working with 
its owner, Beverly Mentzer, to sell one 
houselot, and then she is donating the 
remaining land for conservation.  A Bolton 
resident is buying the lot, and we are now 
navigating the town’s lot creation process. 
 
The new Mentzer Family Conservation 
Land will be about 24 acres, with frontage 
on the south side of Main Street. It’s 
forested and extends up the hill beside 
Bolton Spring Farm’s orchards, and backs 
up to a farm on Annie Moore Road.  It also 
includes a parcel at the corner of Main St 
and Meadow Rd, and another on the north 
side of Main St. that connects to trails on the 
Lime Kiln conservation land and its 450 
acres of abutting preserved tracts, including 
the Moses Henry Mentzer conservation land 
also donated by the Mentzers. We thank 
Beverly Mentzer and her family for their 
latest contribution toward preserving this 
unique historic landscape.  
 
The state funds have finally came through 
on the Agricultural Preservation Restrictions 
(APRs) on the Nicewicz and Schartner  

 
 
family farms.  Together with the abutting 
Schultz farm, Bolton now has a 287 acre 
agricultural preserve that will continue in 
perpetuity.  It would not have happened 
without Bob Schartner’s generosity, Eric 
Schartner, the Nicewiczs, Senator Bob 
Antonioni, Rep. Pat Walrath, Nellie 
Aikenhead and the Trust for Public Lands, 
the state’s Agricultural Preservation 
Restriction program and its $1.7 million of 
federal funding for Bolton, the over seventy 
Bolton residents that contributed to our fund 
raising campaigns, and the citizens of 
Bolton who overwhelmingly passed the 
town’s $1.69 million contribution at the 
2004 town meeting and ballot vote.   
 
Former police chief and newspaper 
columnist Warren Wilson described these 
farms well when he wrote, “I have been 
asked to describe a route for driving in 
Bolton that would let newcomers find the 
most beautiful spots that still show, to some 
degree, why Bolton is still called 
“agricultural”. To see old Bolton close up, 
drive to the end of West Berlin Road. The 
Schartner Farm is Bolton 1910. On Sawyer 
Road, you will view the Nicewicz and 
Schultz Farms, both priceless remainders, 
they are jewels away from the sights and 
sounds of route 495 traffic.”   
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Thank you to all the many parent volunteers 
that brought the ELF learning program to 
every K-8 grade in Bolton.  Our schools are 
situated in a natural area so teaming with 
wildlife that river otter live there.  ELF gets 
the students outside in small groups to 
experience nature up close.  The ELF 
program for the new school year is now 
underway. 
 
This summer we had another successful 
Tom Denney Nature camp at Bower 
Springs.  Attendance was up about ten 
percent to 155 campers, mostly from Bolton.  
Some great video was shot, and we are 
looking for a volunteer with a video editing 
system who would like to assemble it into a 
show for Bolton’s channel 10.   
 
One of our leading Trust Directors, Mike 
Beck, has resigned to devote more time to 
family and work.  We thank Mike for his 
years of service, which included being 

president of the Trust, and his recently 
leading the Trust’s successful effort to help 
the Bolton Conservation Commission 
protect the large Stephenson tract. 
 
Thanks also to last year’s Trust President 
Tom Parker for his tremendous energy 
leading the Trust through a very busy year in 
which many keys lands were protected, and 
our website was much improved.  Tom 
continues as a Director. 
 
We are seeking Bolton residents that want to 
serve as a Director or Associate Director. No 
experience is needed, just a desire to help 
with land preservation and/or educational 
programs.  
 
Last but not least, this newsletter lists our 
members, without whom we would not 
exist.  Thank you for your support ! 
 
-Ken Swanton 

 

 
ELF In The News 

 
We began ELF last year at the Florence 
Sawyer School by teaching the Kindergarten 
through 7th grade about nature with “Earth 
and Sky” lessons.  
 
We began in October by learning about 
orienteering skills and using a compass with 
Finding Your Way…Clues that Give Us 
Direction. The children 
really enjoyed having 
to navigate with clues 
to find the hidden 
scavenger boxes on the 
school property.  
 
In January we focused 
our studies on learning 
about sounds through 
an introduction to 
sound waves. Sound 

Symphony focused the children on the 
importance of producing, hearing and 
distinguishing sounds as important to 
survival in the animal world. As shown in 
the accompanying photograph, these 2 fifth 
graders are learning first hand the ease at 
which sound waves are formed using simple 
coat hangers. 

Our final workshop of 
the year was entitled  
Wind and 
Clouds…Reading the 
Sky. For ages, people 
have tried to read the 
sky to prepare for the 
weather. Even with 
sophisticated tools, 
weather forecasting is a 
difficult job. The 
children were exposed 
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to the basics of cloud formation by simple 
weathervanes, observing cloud formations 
outdoors and studying cloud-type charts. 
This workshop took the children to the end 
of the school year.  
 
We appreciate the generous support that the 
Bolton Conservation Trust provides to keep  
 

the ELF program running at the Florence 
Sawyer School. We are looking forward to 
our seventeenth year of providing 
Environmental Learning for the Future to 
the majority of students at the school.  
 
Noreen Beck 
Tina Flaherty.   

 
Bolton Conservation Trust 2006 Membership Roster 

 
Membership dollars provide the funds for the Trust’s operating expenses. These expenses 
include the salaries of our staff, legal and engineering fees associated with land conservation, 
printing and postage, office expense and insurance.  These donors represent the backbone of the 
Trust and we could not function without them.  
 
 
Anonymous 
Annelisa Addante & Rick Brown 
Matt & Karen Adiletta 
Nicholas & Joan Agretelis 
The Airey Family 
Hank & Gail Amabile 
John & Rona Balco 
Iris & Ted Barton 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Bartsch 
Ki & John Basel 
Norman D. Bates 
Jamie Beaton & Deb Small 
Mike & Noreen Beck 
Stephen & Diane Belliveau 
Patricia & Steve Bergey 
The Bettez Family 
Bob & Ann Blanding 
Bolton Historical Commission 
The Bosselait Family 
Karen & Paal Brandvold 
Bob Breidenthal & Roxanne Palmatier 
Martha Broad & Glenn Tarullo 
Christopher & Bonnie Broders 
Dan & Cindy Brooks 
David Buchholz 
Jeff & Addy Buffum 
Roxann Burney 
Robert Busch & Joyce Miller 
Tom Byron 
David & Elizabeth Calcagni 
William & Xuan Campbell 
The Campbell-Smith Family 
Antonio R. Carvalho 
Barbara & James Carvalho 
William & Graham Chapman 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank C. Chiodo, Jr. 

Lucas Churchill 
Carlos Ciruelos & Maria Requena 
Aron & Alana Clarke 
The Clinton Savings Bank 
Douglas & Elizabeth Clowes 
Mr. & Mrs. Marlin Cobb 
The Colby Family 
Warren Colby 
Beth & Lou Colon 
Laurie Costa & Kathy Schulman 
Crabtree-Kearney Family 
Eric & Amy Crawley 
Terry & Peter Cryan 
Cudmore Family 
Pam & Bob Czekanski 
The Dahill Family 
Robert & Carol Davis 
The Day Family 
Betty Dedecko 
Chris & Leslie DeMers 
Helene Demmer 
Randy Dinjian 
Lynn & Rich Dischler 
Kenneth & Evelyn Doerr 
Joe & Barbara Donato 
Michael & Lynda D’Orlando 
Rebecca Douglass 
Scott Duhaime & Family 
Paul & Jill Enders 
Joan Entwistle 
Joan Evans 
The Fiehler Family 
Joan Finger & Al Ferry 
Jim & Tina Flaherty 
Richard & Susan Fly 
Yvonne Forte 
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Membership 2006 Continued 
 
Shirley & Ivan Freed 
Frederic Freidus 
Cindy Fuhs & Anita E. King 
Alice & Dan Gaffney 
Amy Gavalis 
Greg & Jackie Gerard 
Panny Gerken 
Andrew & Andrea Gilbert 
Doug Gold & Janice Garity 
Ann & Steve Gooding 
Douglas Govan 
Lisa Greenleaf & Michael Wilson 
Charles Harvey 
Jay & Lisa Harvey 
Peggy & Dave Harvey 
Rob & Scottie Held 
Linda & B.J. Herbison 
Anne Perkins & Richard High 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hoeffler 
Deb & Gerry Holtorf 
Lisa Hopkins 
Mrs. Robert Horton 
Lori Howley 
The International Golf Club 
Guy & Nancy Jackson 
Jake & Jenny Jacobsen 
Bonnie Jaffe 
David & Brooke James 
Warren Jaworowicz 
Eric & Sharon Johnson 
Robert Johnson 
The Johnston Family 
Mark & Elaine Kahan 
Pam & Tim Kaminski 
Anne & Robert Kingan 
Alexander Kischitz 
Eleanor & Gary Klauminzer 
The Kotlarz-Ledoux Family 
John & Ginny Krawetz 
David & Jennifer Kula 
Janice & Leon LaFrance 
David & Renee Lasky 
Phil & Karen Lawrence 
Mike & Paulette LeBlanc 
Deborah Levin  
Mara Levin 
Mark & Lindy Lewandowski 
The Lindsay Family 
Kevin Lord 
Mr. & Mrs. David Mackie 
Jorgen Madsen & Susan Christoffersen 
Deborah & George Malone 
Dr. Joanne Marian 
Kenneth & Verjik Martin  
The Mauro Family 
David & Jean McKinley 

 
The McLean Family 
Deborah McSurley 
David Meininger 
Beverly Mentzer 
Jennifer Mix 
Jane Moosbruker 
Devin Morgan 
Kevin Mortimer 
Tom & Clare Moses 
Hilda Murtha 
Barbara & Edwin Nesman 
John & Marcia Nitzsche 
Bob Nuzzi & Ann Gillespie 
Kevin & Susan O’Brien 
Judie Ochsner 
Dorothy Paquet 
Franklin Parker 
Tom & Tia Parker 
Brian & Kim Payson 
Sam Peirce & Nancy Federspiel 
Donald Perham 
The Peterson Family 
Joan & Walter Phillips 
Karen & Bob Plaskon 
Thomas Polanyi 
James & Gina Portesi 
Randall & Marie Porteus 
Katherine Post 
Bonnie & Barry Potter 
Kathleen Quirk 
Jack & Carolyn Read 
Karen Reed 
Tracy & David Rhodes 
Allan & Cheryl Rice 
Chris & Karen Richards 
Joel & Sandee Richards 
Whitney Robbins & Marjorie Morgan 
Steve & Susan Rodman 
Bob & Alice Roemer 
Peter & Rachel Ross 
The Roth Family 
Steve & Millie Rothman 
John & Liz Ruark 
Ruthie Santini. 
Gail Sartori 
Paul Sawyer 
The Sayles Family 
Julie Schecter & Will Hapgood 
Elizabeth and Erik Schoepke 
H. C. Schultz 
Peter & Carolyn Scott 
Joan & Ed Shankle 
The Sidopoulos Family 
Nancy Siegel 
Timothy Skillin 
Nancy Skinner 
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Membership 2006 Continued 
 
Gerald & Janet Smith 
Kay Stoner & Laney Goodman 
Doug & Kim Storey 
Cathryn Sundback 
Ken & Leah Swanton 
Jeff Tabb 
Betsy Taylor-Kennedy & Gordon Taylor 
Eleanor & Imre Toth 
Michelle Traverse 
Ken & Brenda Troup 
Vincent & Adrianne Turtorro 
The Vasington Family 
David Velton 
Joan M. Vigeant 
The Vincent Family 
Jacqueline Wachtel 

 
Pat Westwater-Jong 
Elaine & Wayne Wetzel 
Donna & Justin White 
Terry & Brenda Wiechmann 
Cynthia Wilhelm 
Dorothy L. Wilson 
Jeff Winkler & Lisa Hamaker 
Dick & Ada Woolston 
Don & Jennifer Worden 
Eileen Griffin Wright 
Elaine Wu 
The Yavarow Family 
The Yavorsky & Held Family 
Michael & Melinda Zelenkov 
Robert & Kathryn Zinn 

 

 

Tom Denney Nature Camp 
 
Imagine finding out that the call you always 
thought belonged to an elusive bird was 
actually a tree frog! This was just one of the 
discoveries that campers made this summer 
at Bower Springs.  
 
The Trust was fortunate to have Jessica 
Kagle, a specialist in environmental 
education for elementary school children, 
participate in Staff Orientation in June. She 
gave the staff some great ideas for 
incorporating environmental information 
into games and activities for campers. 
 
We want to thank the Bolton Conservation 
Commission for providing four permanent 
picnic tables for use by the campers and 
staff. The tables are a great addition to the 

camp area, especially when the weather gets 
damp! 
 

 
 
In keeping with our goal of making 
environmental learning fun, a three session 
orientation for prospective CIT’s will be 
held this spring. More information will be in 
the Fall Newsletter.

  

Associate Directors Wanted 
 
Do your share our enthusiasm for Bolton's Farms and 
Open Spaces?  Interested in getting involved in 
helping to preserve the abundant natural beauty of 
our town?  Interested in helping promote education 
about nature and the environment? 
The Bolton Conservation Trust is currently searching 
for a few Associate Directors.  To be an Associate 
Director, you need only enthusiasm for promoting the 

Trust's mission and be able to attend our monthly 
meetings on the second Tuesday of every month.  In 
this role, you can also take additional responsibility, 
if desired, for education, public relations (newsletters, 
web site), land stewardship, fundraising, or events 
(walks, fundraisers, etc.).If interested, please contact 
Tom Parker, at fatherofsam@verzon.net. 
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The Bolton Conservation Trust 
Established 1974 

 
Dedicated to its mission, “to assist in and promote the preservation of the rural character of Bolton, to 

preserve and maintain conservation areas, and to educate the public concerning the use of natural 
resources.” 

 
President: Ken Swanton   Vice President: Tom Moses 

Treasurer: David James   Clerk: Bob Johnson 
 

Directors: 
Mike Beck    Al Ferry 

Herb Colby    Dan Gaffney 
David Cudmore   Bonnie Potter 

   Tom Parker             Bob Roemer 
 

Director of Education: Tina Flaherty 
 

Trust Administrator: Alice Roemer 
 


