BOLTON CONSERVATION TRUST

Winter 2006 Newsletter

From The President’s Desk:
Dear Members, Friends & Bolton Residents,

| am very pleased to announce that in spite of several
last minute hurdles, the Schartner/Nicewicz APR is
scheduled to close on March 10. This APR will
permanently protect approximately 170 acres on two
of Bolton's largest remaining farms and create a trail
easement running from West Berlin Road to the
Fyfeshire conservation land. This will be the
culmination of five years of work and we are very
excited to have the end of the project in sight!

In other conservation news, in December the Trust
accepted the donation of two adjoining parcels of

land totaling 7 acres between Harvard and Nourse
Roads from Bonnie and Barry Potter and Walter and
Joan Phillips. These donations capped off a great
year in which we received 3 donations of land

totaling 51 acres and a conservation restriction on
another 42 acres! The generosity of our residents is
simply amazing. Please see the article below for more
information on the Potter and Phillips donations.

In the area of new projects, the Trust and the
Conservation Commission are sponsoring an article
at the spring Town Meeting warrant to have the town
purchase 28 acres of land owned by Beverly Mentzer
on Main Street across from the Lime Kiln. Some

funding for this purchase would be provided by the
Trust and we encourage your support, both financial
and at Town Meeting. For more information on this
property, see the article below.

The Trust web site received a long overdue facelift in
January. If you haven't been there for a while, please
check out our new look and while you're there, sign
up for our email alerts so you can stay on top of
important Trust happenings.

The Trust continues to look for a few good men or
women who are interested in serving as Associate
Directors. See our advertisement below for more
information on this exciting opportunity!

As always, please feel free to contact me if you have
guestions about the Trust or have concerns that you
would like to share with us. Thanks for you
continued support!

Sincerely,

Tom Parker

President

Bolton Conservation Trust
fatherofsam@verizon.net
978-621-1144

Associate Directors Wanted

Do your share our enthusiasm for Bolton's Farms and
Open Spaces? Interested in getting involved in
helping to preserve the abundant natural beauty of
our town? Interested in helping promote education
about nature and the environment?

The Bolton Conservation Trust is currently searching
for a few Associate Directors. To be an Associate
Director, you need only enthusiasm for promoting the
Trust's mission and to be able to attend our monthly

-1-

meetings on the second Tuesday of every month. In
this role, you can also take additional responsibility,
if desired, for education, public relations (newsletters,
web site), land stewardship, fundraising, or events
(walks, fundraisers, etc.).

We would like a more diversified board and
encourage more women to participate.

If interested, please contact Tom Parker, President at
fatherofsam@verzon.net.



Mentzer Conservation Land Purchase to
be on ATM Warrant

In one of his Bolton Common columns “The
Pumpkin Patch”. Warren Wilson wrote about the
importance of land preservation and the role that the
Bolton Conservation Trust plays. Among the
readers was Rev. Jim Mentzer who suggested to
Warren that his mother, Beverly Mentzer was
interested in preserving the undeveloped portion of
the Mentzer Family land. The area of interest was a
29-acre parcel which abuts the west end of the Bolton
Spring Farm apple orchard on the south side of Main
Street behind the Mentzer homes at 198 and 220
Main Street just east of Meadow Road.

Warren contacted the Trust and made the
introduction. Bev expressed interest in offering to
sell the land to the Trust as a legacy of the Mentzer
Family rather than sell it for development. Despite
the size and potential for development, she also
agreed to sell it at an appraised value reflecting a
single house lot. In June 2004, the Trust and Bev
reached an agreement for a 2-year option to purchase
at a price of approximately $205,000 or $7,000 / acre.
Included in this price is a small parcel of land which
abuts the North side of Main Street directly across
from the main parcel. This small parcel also abuts
the Lime Kiln Conservation land and forms an access
from the Mentzer land to all of the conservatiamda

on the North side of Main Street.

The Mentzer land will effectively extend the large
area of conservation land on the North side of Main
Street in a southerly direction almost to Annie Moore
Road. It will assure a continued densely wooded
wildlife corridor from the existing conservation land

to the highland areas on the south side of Main Street
beside the existing orchards and offer excellent trails
though varying terrain and excellent highland view

areas. It will also provide an important buffer
between Bolton Spring Farms and residential
development another important step in assuring the
sustainability of farming and the rural character of
Bolton. The land, as shown in the photos, includes
many of the features of the New England landscape
which are so important to maintaining Bolton’s
unique rural character. The topography varies from
lowland meadow to wooded hillside to a unique glen
populated with ferns and lady slippers. Wildlife
ranges from salamanders to fisher cats, and is
particularly well known for its deer. The land also
includes extensive stone walls so important to the
rural character of Bolton and the region.

The Bolton Conservation Commission strongly
supports the purchase of the Mentzer Land and has
sponsored an article on the warrant for the May 2006
Annual Town Meeting. However, consistent with a
long-standing tradition with the Town, The Trust
would like to raise private funding to defray a portion
of the purchase, a method of demonstrating the
commitment of the Trust and the immediate
community to the protection of a large and unique
piece of land. This approach was recently
demonstrated in the preservation of the
Schartner/Nicewicz farms and the purchase of the
Stephenson and Braman land on Rattlesnake Hill
behind the Limekiln Conservation Land.

We look forward to the support of all of the Trust
members at the Annual Town Meeting and at the
polls thereafter. We also ask for your support in the
form of tax deductible private financial contributions
to this purchase through the Bolton Conservation
Trust. The Trust has already contributed over
$12,000 to the purchase of the land in the form of a
2-year option to purchase, surveying fees and legal
fees. In addition to the Trust’s contribution, we have
a strong start to private contributions with pledges
and/or contributions of $6,500 to date.



Trust Receives Two Parcels of Land _ _
From the Potters and Phillips The Trust would like to express our gratitude to both

the Potters and the Phillips for their generous
donations. These gifts lift the spirits of all of usav
work so hard on land conservation and will provide
an immense benefit to current and future generations
of Boltonians.

The Bolton Conservation Trust is pleased to
announce that two adjoining parcels of land located
between Harvard and Nourse Roads have been
donated by Bonnie and Barrie Potter and Walter and
Joan Phillips. Both the Potters and the Phillips are
former residents of Bolton who now reside in Maine
and both families have been active in land
conservation for many years. Bonnie Potter was
President of the Trust for many years.

The Phillips property consists of 3 acres located on
Harvard Road and contains several fine stone walls.
The abutting Potter property consists of 4 acres of
land and connects the Phillips property to Nourse
Road. The plan is to create a trail between Nourse
and Harvard Road on these properties some time this
spring or summer. Please watch our web site for
details of the dedication.

Bolton Conservation Trust Annual Membership 2006
___$10 Student __$30 Individual ___$50 Family ___$100 Sustaining
___$200 Supporting __ $500 Benefactor __ $1000 Patron Other

| Name

As you wish it to appear in our newsletter.
___l do not wish to be listed in the newsletter.

Phone

Address

City State Zip

Please return tdolton Conservation Trust, P.O. Box 14, Bolton, MA 01740
or Donate Online athttp://www.boltonconservationtrust.org.
Thank you for your support
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